Plato speaks of love as a divine madness, and lie represents Socrates as combating, in the recantation of that philosopher concerning love,t the falsity of the assertion, "which declares that when a lover is present, favour ought to be shown to one who is not in love, because the one is mad, and the other in his sober senses."
The supernatural character which was originally believed to appertain to genius is retained in the name, and the lieavenborn gift, whether proceeding from the genius of He listened willingly to these strange visions, and advised me to write them down and keep them secret, till I should see what they were, and whence they came. After he perceived that they came from God, he communicated them to his abbot, and gave me his aid in these things. In the visions I understood the writings of the prophets, the evangelists, and some holy philosophers, without human assistance. I explained much in these books, although I was scarcely able to distinguish the letters ; I also sang verses to the honour of God without having had any instruction in singing?having never ever learned a song. 
